
Does COVID-19 Cause Pink Eye? (Interview Transcripts) 

 

Dr. Safiat Amuwo, Internal Medicine Pediatric Physician, OSF HealthCare  

“Generally speaking, we have allergic conjunctivitis, viral conjunctivitis, and bacterial conjunctivitis. A lot 
of times, bacterial conjunctivitis does require antibiotics. In any case, you can always go to your provider 
and ask questions. We will ask about the onset, the symptoms, and see if it is in both eyes or just one 
eye or if there is any discharge.” (:30) 

Dr. Safiat Amuwo, Internal Medicine Pediatric Physician, OSF HealthCare  

“There is most definitely a correlation between red eye or pink eye and respiratory infections in general. 
If the parents are concerned – and if the child has other symptoms like cough, diarrhea, and things like 
that – I would suggest to go ahead and get a COVID swab just to be protective and to see if it does 
require some type of treatment and to see if it is something can spread easily among family members or 
school children.” (:33) 

Dr. Safiat Amuwo, Internal Medicine Pediatric Physician, OSF HealthCare  

“Usually, most pink eyes are viral and they don’t require medication. A lot of times if parents come to 
the provider because they do want antibiotics. Just know that they are not always recommended – 
especially if it is viral. So if your child has pink eye but they also have a runny nose, they have a cough, 
they have congestion, it is more likely to be viral as opposed to bacterial.” (:30) 

Dr. Safiat Amuwo, Internal Medicine Pediatric Physician, OSF HealthCare  

“I would recommend not going to the local drug store like Walgreens or CVS to get eye drops. 
Sometimes that can actually worsen the symptoms depending on what is in the eye drops. It is always 
best to go to their provider and ask them what the best form of treatment is.” (:18) 

 

 

 

 

 


