
 

OSF HealthCare’s effort to send ambulances to Ukraine continues to grow 

Central Illinois initiative has turned into national reach 
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(Peoria, IL | May 17, 2022) – What started in Peoria, Illinois in March as an effort to send one ambulance filled 

with medical supplies to Ukraine has resulted in five ambulances being sent to Ukraine over the course of 45 days.   

The effort was launched by an OSF HealthCare Mission Partner (employee), with support from the health care 

system, and an ambulance donation from Advanced Medical Transport (AMT) of central Illinois, in response to the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine and a desire to do something.  

“I am so proud to be a part of OSF HealthCare and to live in place like Peoria, Illinois. Advanced Medical Transport 

and OSF were onboard immediately,” said Chris Manson, Vice President of Government Relations for OSF 

HealthCare and leader of the effort. “The fact that so many people did all they could to help fill the ambulance with 

supplies or help me in trying to find a way to send the ambulance to Ukraine really speaks volumes to the kindness 

of people, and their desire to help others in times of need.”  

Since March 29, three flights have left Chicago, the most recent one on May 7. Each 747-800 jumbo jet was filled 

with supplies donated by the Ukrainian Medical Association of North America (UMANA) and others. The first two 

flights each delivered one fully operational and stocked ambulance. The May 7 flight contained three fully 

operational and stocked ambulances. Donated ambulances have come from Illinois, North Dakota, Tennessee, and 

Minnesota.   

“This is an ongoing effort as, unfortunately, the need continues to grow. Everyday ambulances are being destroyed 

in Ukraine. As soon as our ambulances arrive they are immediately put to use across the country,” explained 

Manson. “We are fortunate that Americans are looking for ways to help and we continue to talk to private 

ambulance companies and first responders about possible donation opportunities. Work is underway to coordinate 

a fourth flight to send two recently donated ambulances.”  

The two additional ambulances, which are expected to be in Ukraine by mid-June, will bring the total number of 

ambulances donated to seven. It appears more will be making their way to the war-torn country. As news of the 

ambulance donations spread, others have been reaching out with discussions underway with ambulance providers 

across the country concerning even more donations. 

 

Additional media assets available on the OSF Newsroom, including photos and a previous story with Chris Manson 

explaining the impetus behind the initial effort. 
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OSF HealthCare is an integrated health system owned and operated by The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis, 

headquartered in Peoria, Illinois. OSF HealthCare employs nearly 24,000 Mission Partners in 150 locations, including 15 hospitals 

– ten acute care, five critical access – with 2,089 licensed beds, and two colleges of nursing throughout Illinois and Michigan. 

The OSF HealthCare physician network employs more than 1,500 primary care, specialist and advanced practice providers. OSF 

HealthCare, through OSF Home Care Services, operates an extensive network of home health and hospice services. It also owns 

Pointcore, Inc., comprised of health care-related businesses; OSF HealthCare Foundation, the philanthropic arm for the 

organization; and OSF Ventures, which provides investment capital for promising health care innovation startups. More at 

https://www.osfhealthcare.org.   
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