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(Peoria, IL | July 20, 2022) – Central Illinois’ first ambulance delivered to Ukraine in early April has been moved to 

the front lines as the need for ambulances in the war-torn country continues to grow. 

On March 29, an Advanced Medical Transport (AMT) of Central Illinois ambulance filled with supplies donated by 

AMT and OSF HealthCare and their Mission Partners (employees) left Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport for 

Ukraine.    

The ambulance made its way into Ukraine in early April where it was assigned to work in Kyiv, the nation’s capital. 

According to Ukrainian officials, during the past three months it has been used at a cardiac hospital transporting 

critical ill patients in need of life saving care.  

That changed in early July when the ambulance was reassigned. It has now been moved to the Kharkiv region in 

the northeastern part of Ukraine- which is under constant attack from Russian missiles and rockets.   

The AMT ambulance and its Ukrainian crew will be responsible for providing life-saving care, which will include 

responding to areas of active conflict.   

Chris Manson, Vice President of Government Relations for OSF HealthCare and who initiated the ambulance 

donation project, recently returned from a second trip to Ukraine where he was able to help drive an ambulance 

donated in the second wave into the country.  

“It was gratifying to see the ambulances and medical supplies in-country and fulfilling a tremendous need. The 

Ukrainian teams I met with have been extremely appreciative of everything people in the U.S. are doing to help,” 

said Manson. 

While the AMT of Central Illinois ambulance is the first ambulance to make it to Ukraine, a total of seven 

ambulances are now working in Ukraine. Four more are on their way to Ukraine by ship tomorrow with five more 

leaving in August. By early August three Illinois ambulances will be operating in Ukraine. Donated ambulances and 

the critical medical supplies they are filled with have come from across the United States. 
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OSF HealthCare is an integrated health system owned and operated by The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis, 

headquartered in Peoria, Illinois. OSF HealthCare employs nearly 24,000 Mission Partners in 150 locations, including 15 hospitals 

– ten acute care, five critical access – with 2,089 licensed beds, and two colleges of nursing throughout Illinois and Michigan. 

The OSF HealthCare physician network employs more than 1,500 primary care, specialist and advanced practice providers. OSF 

HealthCare, through OSF Home Care Services, operates an extensive network of home health and hospice services. It also owns 

Pointcore, Inc., comprised of health care-related businesses; OSF HealthCare Foundation, the philanthropic arm for the 

organization; and OSF Ventures, which provides investment capital for promising health care innovation startups. More at 

https://www.osfhealthcare.org.   
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