Health Highlights | Small Batteries, Big Danger (Audio)

<<(I’M TIM DITMAN WITH TODAY’S HEALTH HIGLHIGHTS FROM OSF HEALTHCARE. 

SHINY NEW TOYS WILL BE LYING UNDER MANY CHRISTMAS TREES THIS SEASON… SURE TO BRING JOY TO KIDS AROUND THE WORLD. BUT INSIDE THESE THINGS ALSO LIE DANGEROUS PIECES PARENTS AND OTHERS NEED TO KEEP AN EYE ON. 

THINGS SUCH AS BATTERIES AND MAGNETS – BOTH SMALL AND SHINY – ARE POTENTIALLY LIFE-THREATENING OBJECTS. 

DR. TINSLEY ANDERSON – A PEDIATRIC SURGEON WITH OSF HEALTHCARE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF ILLINOIS – CALLS SMALL… ROUND BATTERIES “PARTICULARLY PROBLEMATIC.” SAYING THEY CAN EASILY GET STUCK IN THE ESOPHAGUS AND CAUSE A BURN INJURY. WHEN A CHILD SWALLOWS A BATTERY LIKE THIS… SURGERY IS NEEDED. 

"In buying gifts for your kids, I'd look for toys that don't have parts that come apart. If they have a battery component, make sure it's screwed in," says Tinsley Anderson, MD, a pediatric surgeon with OSF HealthCare Children’s Hospital of Illinois. "That way you're not changing the battery, and in a year from now, your kid probably won't want the toy anyway." 

DR. ANDERSON SAYS MUCUS AND MOISTURE INSIDE THE BODY COMPLETES THE BATTERY’S CIRCUIT – ACTIVING THE BATTERY AND CAUSING AN ALKALINE BURN. SHE SAYS WARNING SIGNS TO LOOK OUT FOR IF YOUR KID SWALLOWED A BATTERY… IS IF THEY’RE DROOLING… UNABLE TO SWALLOW OR EAT… HAVE BELLY PAIN… OR IF AN ITEM IS MISSING AND YOU THINK YOUR CHILD MIGHT HAVE EATEN IT. IT’S CRUCIAL TO HEAD STRAIGHT TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM TO BE CHECKED.

WITH TODAY’S HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS… I’M TIM DITMAN. )>> 



