
   

 

 

OSF HealthCare to Establish Trauma Recovery Center in Partnership with 

Peoria Public Schools 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Karen Brodbeck, OSF HealthCare Vice President Public Relations (815) 993-3995 

 

(Peoria, Illinois / March 29, 2018)  – OSF HealthCare Saint Francis Medical Center in Peoria has been designated to 

receive a $1,100,000 grant from the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority to help fund a Trauma Recovery Center 

(TRC). The center will be staffed exclusively by OSF HealthCare, and serve the needs of victims of violent crime in 

Peoria’s most marginalized communities. The grant will fund 80% of the cost of the TRC, with OSF providing a 20% 

match toward the total cost.  

The TRC will provide comprehensive case management and mental health counseling to victims primarily in the 61605 

area code. According to the Economic Innovation Group Distress Index, this zip code ranks 1,114 out of 1,115 Illinois zip 

codes. This means that in the state of Illinois, there is only one zip code more economically distressed than 61605.  

Survivors of violent crime have significant physical and psychological needs that are often unmet in underserved 

communities. The trauma of violence can drive victims to isolation and make them reluctant to seek treatment.  

“The psychological effects of violence can leave just as many wounds as physical acts,” said Mike Cruz, M.D., Regional 

CEO OSF HealthCare. “This center will allow us to reach those in need, provide them with treatment, and help them 

return to a sense of normalcy after such a trauma.”   

Reducing the risk of future victimization is a key goal of the TRC, in addition to supporting the post-traumatic growth of 

individuals affected by violence. The center will be implemented in partnership with Peoria Public Schools (PPS) District 

150 as a means to reach victims of violence at a young age. Many students are victims or otherwise impacted by violent 

crime and suffer at schools as a result of their trauma. TRC staff will work closely with the school district to identify young 

people in need and give them the resources they need. Manual Academy, a PPS school located in the focus area, will 

begin holding office hours to provide this access. 

Superintendent of Peoria Public Schools, Sharon Desmoulin-Kheraet Ed.D., said she looks forward to seeing the positive 

impact of the TRC on PPS students. 

“We simply cannot expect students to thrive when dealing with these types of issues at home,” she said. “Holding office 

hours right here at Manual will allow students to access these crucial resources in a familiar environment. I’m confident 

we can truly change the lives of our students through a program like this.”  

Assistant Majority Leader Jehan Gordon-Booth calls this a huge victory for the people who are most harmed and least 

served.  "I was honored to negotiate and successfully pass the legislation that will bring a Trauma Recovery Center to my 

hometown," she said. "I could not be more proud to have two of the strongest organizations in my district committing 

themselves to repairing the trauma of survivors of violent crime."  

Staff at the TRC will be comprised of representatives from OSF HealthCare, Peoria Public Schools, City of Peoria Police 

Department, and a number of other community agencies.  
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