
TRANSCRIPT of MEDIA-National leader in pediatric surgery urges human-centered 

innovation in health care 

Dr. Edward Barksdale MD, professor of surgery and pediatrics at the University of Chicago Pritzker 

School of Medicine and chief surgical officer for the Chicagoland Children’s Health Alliance 

 

Dr. Barksdale says medical simulation has evolved from technical training to a more team-based 

approach that can focus on empathy. 

“How can it help us be more human? How can it help us be more compassionate and 

empathic. So much of the work I do in Cleveland where I was, and now in Chicago is to 

look at how we can take technology to allow physicians to lead more with their hearts 

than their heads.” (:23) 

Dr. Barksdale says medical simulation can involve community members providing input through use 

of diverse standard participants, specially trained actors with lived experience. 

“What an environment like this offers is that child, that adult to say, ‘Dr. Barksdale the 

way you speak to me or the words that you use are not things that I understand. Can you 

break that down, can you give me a tangible example?’” (:17) 

Praised Dr. Richard Pearl who developed a medical simulation and simulation fellowship program at 

the Jump Simulation & Education Center in Peoria 

“There are things that people envision when they come to a place that have a life and 

legacy long after they leave and the work that he did to establish this incredible center is 

phenomenal.” (:14) 

 

 


