
Transcript of video clips for the news release 

 

Dr. Arun Talkad, director of stroke care at OSF HealthCare Saint Francis Medical Center 

With stroke care, there’s a saying that time is brain because for every minute of delayed care, brain 

cells are lost. Dr. Talkad says Rapid AI provides images and analysis instantly and neuro specialists 

can help emergency room physicians make important treatment decisions. 

“The sooner we can get these images that we have rapid access to, literally right on our 

phone, and we can get excellent quality images while I’m talking to the provider, that 

can save minutes and every minute is 2 million brain cells that are dying during a stroke 

so if it saves one minute, then it’s worth it.” (:27) 

Fifteen percent of all strokes involve a hemorrhage and therefore can’t be treated with the clot-

busting drug but rather require surgery. Dr. Talkad says Rapid AI technology also helps with 

treatment decisions for those types of strokes. 

“But, this Rapid AI still allows us to look at those images and really tell us, is this a small 

hemorrhage, is this a large hemorrhage, do they need immediate surgery, and we have 

access to that immediately right on our phones.” (:15) 

New clinical guidelines based on additional trials and research now allow administration of a clot-

busting drug for up to 24 hours after a person presents with symptoms they’ve had what’s called an 

ischemic stroke. Previous guidelines only allowed a four hour window for effective treatment. Dr. 

Talkad says as many as four times more people will likely be able to be helped, even if they show up 

at a rural hospital. 

“If that patient is now going to be a potential candidate to receive this amazing drug and 

by definition they’re withing 24 hours, we’ve got to look at their brain in the most 

appropriate way to determine then, ‘ok you benefit from this,’ versus simply not doing it 

and not giving that patient the best chance to get over a life altering disease like a 

stroke.” (:25) 

Before the new guidelines, only 25% of people showing up to emergency departments with ischemic 

strokes could be helped with the medication. 

Dr. Talkad says he can’t believe doctors used to practice without the kind of tools Rapid AI provides. 

He says the tweaks since the initial app came out have been integrated seamlessly and clinicians 

have nothing but positive feedback on the ease of use and support it provides 

 

https://healthlibrary.osfhealthcare.org/MultimediaRoom/VideoLibrary/?e=0#player:207,wn01364_eng

