
Bird flu cases on the rise in Illinois (Broadcast)  

INTRO:  

THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH HAS REPORTED THE STATE’S FIRST BIRD FLU CASES IN 

POULTRY FLOCKS.  

TAKE VO 

IN A HEALTH ADVISORY SENT TO LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES… FARM BUREAUS… AND LOCAL HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT S – THE I-D-P-H REPORTS LARGE COMMERCIAL POULTRY FLOCKS IN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN 

ILLINOIS HAVE RECENTLY TESTED POSITIVE FOR THE H-5-N-1 VIRUS. FARM OWNERS ARE NOW IN THE 

PROCESS OF “DE-POPULATING” THE BIRDS.  

SEVERAL COUNTIES IN NORTHERN ILLINOIS HAVE REPORTED EVENTS WHERE MANY DUCKS AND GEESE HAVE 

DIED… REFERRED TO AS “DIE-OFFS.” LONG-TERM CARE FACILITIES RECEIVED THE HEALTH ALERT BECAUSE 

MANY OF THEM ARE LOCATED NEAR RETENTION PONDS THAT ATTRACT WATERFOWL AND WILD BIRDS. NO 

HUMAN CASES HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN ILLINOIS YET – BUT HEALTH OFFICIALS CONTINUE TO WORN THOSE 

WHO INTERACT WITH POTENTIALLY INFECTED ANIMALS THAT IF THEY DON’T WEAR PROPER P-P-E – THEY 

ARE AT HIGHER RISK OF DEVELOPING THE NOVEL INFLUENZA A VIRUS DUE TO H-5-N-1.  

DR. DOUG KASPER – AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE SPECIALIST WITH OSF HEALTHCARE – SAYS BIRD FLU HAS REALLY 

HURT AMERICAN FARMS. 
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"Avian flu is a different strain of Influenza A. It's a strain that has been circulating in bird and cattle populations for 

over two years. It has been devastating to those populations, like poultry and dairy farms across the country," Dr. 

Kasper says. "What was unique was that in the calendar year 2024, was the first confirmed testing where the 

spread from an animal to a human occurred of this specific strain of influenza." 

VO TAG 

IN EARLY JANUARY – THE LOUISANA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REPORTED THE FIRST-EVER HUMAN BIRD FLU 

DEATH IN THE UNITED STATES. THE PATIENT WAS REPORTED TO BE OVER 65 TEARS OF AGE AND HAD 

UNDERLYING MEDICAL CONDITIONS. THE PATIENT CONTRACT H-5-N-1 AFTER EXPOSURE TO SICK AND DEAD 

BIRDS IN A BACKYARD FLOCK.  

ADDITIONAL INFO/SOUNDBITES 

Currently bird flu is only transmitted from animal to animal or animal to person. There have been no reported 

cases to have transmitted from human to human, but Dr. Kasper says there is always a concern about that 

possibility.  

"Whenever there is an animal strain of infection that's not typically found in humans, we worry about the impact of 

if it were to cross over," Dr. Kasper says. "We've seen this with other infections throughout history. Even within 

COVID-19, there was the initial thought that it was an animal strain of infection." 

The current flu vaccine does not protect against avian influenza, Dr. Kasper says.  

"Each year the influenza vaccine, which is made up of three or four strains of influenza virus, is reexamined and 

matched up to a variety of factors to try and predict which strains will be most prevalent the next year," Dr. Kasper 

says. "Right now, avian flu cases in humans are so low that it doesn't warrant a different strain that would be much 

more likely to be found."  



IDPH’s guidance to LTCs is to have residents tested for the flu if they are suspected of having acute respiratory 

illness. Don’t touch dead or sick birds, only trained staff in appropriate PPE should handle with caution.  

"The average person who does not interact with poultry or dairy farms is at very low risk of avian flu," Dr. Kasper 

says.  

There is concern that bird flu could enter the food production and distribution across America. This is why the 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is closely monitoring dairy and poultry farms, to try and limit any 

possible contamination of dairy, meat or poultry products.  

The bird flu continues to be rarely seen in humans, as only 67 cases (as of January 15) have been reported by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Most cases have been mild, Dr. Kasper says.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html

