Greater access to advanced epilepsy care coming to OSF Illinois Neurological Institute (Broadcast)
INTRO:
FOR MANY ILLINOISANS… ACCESSING HIGHLY SPECIALIZED EPILEPSY CARE CAN MEAN TRAVELING HOURS FROM HOME. AT OSF HEALTHCARE ILLINOIS NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE IN PEORIA – PEOPE FROM ACROSS THE STATE HAVE ACCESS TO ONE OF ILLINOIS’ FEW LEVEL FOUR EPILEPSY CENTERS… OFFERING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF CARE AVAILABLE. 
TAKE VO 
DESIGNATED BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EPILEPSY CENTERS… THE LEVE FOUR ACCREDIDATION RECOGNIZES THE CENTER’S ABILITY TO PROVIDE ADVANCED DIAGNOSTIC TESTING… COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL MANAGEMENT AND COMPLEX SURGICAL TREATMENTS FOR EPILEPSY. THE DESIGNATION ALSO REFLECTS A BROADER COMMITMENT TO EXPANDING ACCESS FOR EXPERT EPILEPSY CARE FOR PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE STATE. 
FOR DR. THANDAR AUNG (TAHN-dar AUNG) – MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE EPILEPSY CENTER AT OSF HEALTHCARE ILLINOIS NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE – THIS WAS ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS SHE JOINED OSF. HAVING SPENT HER CAREER IN LARGE METROPOLITAN ACADEMIC MEDICAL CENTERS… DR. AUNG SAW FIRSTHAND HOW DIFFICULT IT CAN BE FOR PEOPLE TO FIND AN EPILEPSY SPECIALIST. 
TAKE SOT | DR. THANDAR AUNG | EPILEPSY CENTER MEDICAL DIRECTOR | OSF HEALTHCARE ILLINOIS NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE
"In my past job, I was getting patients from all over the country, and even outside of the United States," Dr. Aung says. "The access to epileptologists, or rather the lack of access, really showed why there are limitations."
VO TAG
PEORIA STOOD OUT BECAUSE OF ITS ABILITY TO SERVE PEOPLE ACROSS A LARGE GEOGRAPHIC REGION… IN BOTH CENTRAL AND WESTERN ILLINOIS… INCLUDING COMMUNITIES NEAR THE IOWA AND MISSOURI BORDERS. FOR MANY ILLINOISANS LIVING NEAR THOSE STATE LINES… RECEIVING CARE IN ILLINOIS CAN ALSO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE WHEN NAVIGATING INSURANCE COVERAGE. 

