
BROADCAST-Flu Poses Bigger Threat than New Coronavirus 

Despite declarations the novel coronavirus is a global health emergency, local health leaders stress the seasonal flu is far 

more concerning. 

In Illinois and throughout the country, health facilities are mostly treating the unusual Influenza B-Victoria strain 

of influenza. The last time this occurred was 1992-1993 season. Terri McCrery, infection preventionist for OSF 

HealthCare says the numbers affected by the new coronavirus can’t compare to the seasonal flu. 

SOT- Terri McCrery, infection preventionist for OSF HealthCare 

“You’re talking a handful nationally here with the coronavirus and you’re talking millions with the flu 

so we need to be watchful with the flu.” (:08) 

McCrery says this latest flu strain is affecting children most significantly. 

SOT- Terri McCrery, infection preventionist for OSF HealthCare 

 “We’re talking 15 million illnesses with the flu, 140,000 hospitalizations and about 8,200 deaths with 

the flu. We’ve had 54 children die from the flu and one of those from Illinois unfortunately.” (:15) 

UPDATE as of 2/6/2020: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says 10,000 people have 

died from the flu this season. 

There have been increased hospitalizations but fewer deaths from the flu so far this season. But, McCrery 

points out the agency is predicting many more weeks of elevated risk. Illinois is among the states where the 

risk is considered widespread and high. 

SOT- Terri McCrery, infection preventionist for OSF HealthCare 

 “It’s not too late to get the flu shot. Don’t think you’re going to be one of the ones that it skips by and 

not get the flu because you could get it and it could be deadly.” (:08) 

OSF HealthCare has imposed visitor restrictions at its hospitals because of the elevated risk. The restrictions 

encourage people to voluntarily limit hospital visits, especially if feeling ill. Visitors 18 and over must wash or 

sanitize their hands and wear masks available at available at hospital and medical office entrances.  

McCrery also encourages those who have flu-like symptoms to be seen early, especially if they have 

underlying health issues. 

SOT- Terri McCrery, infection preventionist for OSF HealthCare 

 “Don’t go out in public if you have the signs and symptoms – the fever, the cough, runny nose. Stay 

home but then if you’re home for a day or two, go be seen. Don’t let it wait. The flu can turn into 

pneumonia, bronchitis and that would be require to be seen by the doctor so please be cautious.” (:20) 

If you suspect you have the flu, please call ahead to your health care provider including OSF PromptCare or 

Urgo so they can take proper precautions to assess you. 

 
 

 

 

 


