
Christmas Eve stroke: Rare procedure helps save 6-year-old boy (Broadcast) 

INTRO:  

FOR MANY FAMILIES… CHRISTMAS EVE IS FILLED WITH FESTIVE TRADITIONS. FOR THE PATTON FAMILY IN 2023 – IT 

BEGAN LIKE ANY OTHER HOLIDAY EVENING – SPRINKLING “REINDEER FOOD” ON THE LAWN AND SPENDING QUALITY 

TIME AS A FAMILY. BUT WHAT HAPPENED NEXT CHANGED THEIR LIVES FOREVER.  

TAKE VO  

PRESTON PATTON – WHO WAS 6 AT THE TIME – HAD JUST TAKEN SOME MEDICINE AND THE FAMILY WAS SITTING AT THE 

KITCHEN TABLE IN THEIR PEKIN… ILLINOIS HOME. SUDDENLY – PRESTON FELL OFF THE CHAIR AND WAS LIMP. HIS 

FATHER… SHAWN… COULD TELL SOMETHING WAS WRONG AND CALLED 9-1-1.  

PRESTON WAS RUSHED TO THE OSF SAINT FRANCIS MEDICAL CENTER IN PEORIA WHERE A SCAN REVEALED HE HAD A 

BLOOD CLOT IN THE BRAIN DUE TO A STROKE. DOCTORS MOVED QUICKLY TO REMOVE THE CLOT… PERFORMING A 

PROCEDURE KNOWN AS A “THROMBECTOMY.” PRESTON WOULD GO ON TO BECOME ONE OF THE FEW CHILDREN IN 

THE WORLD TO UNDERGO THE LIVE-SAVING INTERVENTION.  

DR. SOURABH LAHOTI LED PRESTON’S CARE IN THE HOSPITAL. HE SAYS THE CHILD’S RECOVERY WAS MIRACULOUS.  
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“Soon after we removed the clot, we saw a complete reversal of his deficits. It was truly magical to see that,” Dr. Lahoti 

recalls. “To have him come in with complete paralysis, and then we did this procedure under anesthesia. After the 

anesthesia was taken off, he woke up and was able to move his left arm and leg again.” 

VO TAG 

DR. LAHOTI SAYS IF THEY DIDN’T TAKE THE CLOT OUT… CHANCES ARE PRESTON WOULD GO ON TO HAVE A VERY BIG 

STROKE. ONE THAT COULD LEAD HIM TO BE PARALYZED FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE… OR EVEN TAKEN HIS LIFE. NOW 

PRESTON IS GOING THROUGH OCCUPATIONAL AND PHYSICAL THERAPY… AND IS READY TO START PLAYING BASEBALL 

AGAIN. PRESTON SAYS BECAUSE OF THE WONDERFUL CARE HIS NURSES GAVE HIM IN THE HOSPITAL… HE NOW WANTS 

TO BE A NURSE WHEN HE GROWS UP. 

 

 

 


