BROADCAST-OSF St. Joseph Medical Center launches OB emergency department for
faster care

ANCHOR LEAD-IN:

OSF HealthCare St. Joseph Medical Center in Bloomington is launching a new obstetric emergency
department aimed at providing faster, specialized care for pregnant and postpartum women.
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Hospital leaders say the OB ED will help streamline treatment for women from 20 weeks gestation
through six weeks after delivery. The new department will be located inside the Family Birthing
Center and staffed with an in-house obstetrics provider 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Women will still enter through the emergency department, but women will be quickly triaged to
determine whether care should take place in the OB ED.

Kristin Salyards, manager of the Family Birthing Center at OSF St. Joseph Medical Center, says the
goal is to improve access and reduce stress for expectant mothers.
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“We're ensuring that our moms have access to care when they need it, as soon as they
need it right here.” (:13)

Hospital officials say the OB ED will also improve coordination between emergency, imaging and lab
services while giving patients quicker access to labor and delivery rooms, operating rooms and the
special care nursery if needed.

The new department is part of a larger refresh of the Family Birthing Center designed to create a
calmer and more welcoming environment for patients and families.



