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Jackie Kernan named president of OSF HealthCare Saint Katharine Medical Center

For immediate release
Contact: Paul Arco - Media Relations Coordinator | (815) 395-5036 | Paul.A.Arco@osfhealthcare.org
(November 26, 2024 | Dixon, Illinois) – Jackie Kernan, MSN, RN, will become president of OSF HealthCare Saint Katharine Medical Center as of January 1, 2025, when OSF HealthCare begins operations at the Dixon hospital. 

Kernan is the president of OSF HealthCare Saint Clare Medical Center in Princeton, Illinois, and OSF HealthCare Saint Luke Medical Center in Kewanee, Illinois. She will continue to serve as interim president of those hospitals until a new president has been named. 

Kernan will lead OSF Saint Katharine in aligning with the overall strategy of OSF HealthCare. She will be responsible for directing all internal operations while continuing to ensure that high quality and cost-effective health care is delivered to all patients. Kernan played an active role in the integration of Kewanee Hospital into the OSF Ministry and was integral in the former Perry Memorial integration in Princeton.

“Jackie has been a trusted and respected leader for the communities of Princeton and Kewanee, and I know she will do the same for the Sauk Valley communities,” says AJ Querciagrossa, CEO of the Western Region for OSF HealthCare. 

Kernan earned her Bachelor of Science in nursing from the University of St. Francis and her Master of Science in nursing management leadership from the Saint Francis College of Nursing.

Additionally, Drew Fenner has accepted the position of vice president of Operations and Special Projects for OSF Saint Katharine. He most recently served as vice president and chief quality officer for Katharine Shaw Bethea. 

KSB Hospital agreed to become part of OSF HealthCare earlier this year. The hospital will be renamed OSF HealthCare Saint Katharine Medical Center, after the Catholic Saint Katharine Drexel. OSF Saint Katharine becomes the 17th hospital in the OSF HealthCare Ministry. 


                                                              ###

OSF HealthCare is an integrated health system founded by The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis. Headquartered in Peoria, Illinois. OSF HealthCare has 16 hospitals – 10 acute care, five critical access, one transitional care –- with 2,131 licensed beds throughout Illinois and Michigan. OSF employs nearly 24,000 Mission Partners across 150+ locations; has two colleges of nursing; operates OSF Home Care Services, an extensive network of home health and hospice services; owns Pointcore, Inc., comprised of health care-related businesses; OSF HealthCare Foundation, the philanthropic arm for the organization; and OSF Ventures, which provides investment capital for promising health care innovation startups. OSF OnCall, the digital health operating unit of OSF, was established in 2020. It offers a hospital-at-home program in addition to providing other services of care when, where and how patients prefer to receive them. OSF HealthCare has been recognized by Fortune as one of the most innovative companies in the country. More at osfhealthcare.org
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