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Dr. Mary McNamara named first provost for OSF Colleges of Nursing 

For immediate release
Contact: Paul Arco | OSF HealthCare Media Relations Coordinator | Paul.A.Arco@osfhealthcare.org 

(PEORIA, Ill.| January 15, 2025) – Mary Maguire McNamara, DNP, APRN-FPA, CNP, FAANP, has been named the first provost of OSF Colleges of Nursing. Dr. McNamara will officially begin her tenure at Saint Anthony College of Nursing and Saint Francis Medical Center College of Nursing on August 4, 2025. As the provost, Dr. McNamara will report directly to Dr. Charlene Aaron and the respective college boards. 

In her new role, Dr. McNamara will serve as the chief academic officer for the Colleges of Nursing, providing leadership and oversight to drive the successful implementation of new educational essentials. She will also offer support and guidance to the deans and faculty at both Saint Anthony College of Nursing in Rockford, Illinois, and Saint Francis Medical Center College of Nursing in Peoria, Illinois. 

“Dr. McNamara's academic career has prepared her well to become the chief academic officer to build upon the academic excellence of each OSF Colleges of Nursing in Peoria and Rockford, to ensure student success and build faculty capacity,” says Dr. Aaron. “Together we will build the pipeline of nurses and nurse educators to serve OSF communities in Illinois and Michigan.”

[bookmark: _Hlk185403564]Over the past year, the Colleges of Nursing have conducted a thorough search to identify the ideal candidate for this important role. Dr. McNamara emerged as the perfect fit, bringing a wealth of knowledge and experience in the nursing profession. Most recently, she served as the associate dean for Innovative Partnerships, Faculty Practice, and Graduate Clinical Programs at Loyola University Chicago Marcella Niehoff School of Nursing. 

“I am deeply honored and energized to serve as provost for the OSF Colleges of Nursing,” says Dr. McNamara. “This is an extraordinary opportunity to advance nursing education, foster innovation and prepare the next generation of nursing leaders. I am excited to collaborate with our dedicated faculty, staff and community partners. Together we can ensure our students thrive in a supportive and academically rigorous environment, ultimately shaping the future of health care." 

                                                                    ###

OSF HealthCare is an integrated health system founded by The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis. Headquartered in Peoria, Illinois, OSF HealthCare has 17 hospitals – 11 acute care, five critical access, one continuing care – with 2,305 licensed beds throughout Illinois and Michigan. OSF employs more than 26,000 Mission Partners across 160+ locations and includes OSF OnCall, the digital health operating entity which offers a hospital-at-home. Advances in health care transformation take place through OSF Innovation and OSF Children’s Hospital of Illinois, the third largest pediatric hospital in Illinois, cares for our smallest patients. In addition, OSF has two colleges of nursing; operates OSF Home Care Services, an extensive network of home health and hospice services; owns Pointcore, Inc., comprised of health care-related businesses; OSF HealthCare Foundation, the philanthropic arm for the organization; and OSF Ventures, which provides investment capital for promising health care innovation startups. OSF HealthCare has been recognized by Fortune as one of the most innovative companies in the country. More at osfhealthcare.org.  
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