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(September	8,	2026	|	Peoria,	Illinois)	– OSF	HealthCare	Cancer	Institute	has	joined	the	Hoosier	Cancer	
Research	Network	(HCRN),	a	nationally	recognized	nonprofit	cancer	research	organization.	HCRN	advances	cancer	
research	through	collaboration	among	academic	medical	centers,	community	health	systems,	pharmaceutical	
companies	and	biotechnology	partners.	

"There's	a	need	here.	We're	developing	something	special	here	in	Peoria,"	says	Robert	McWilliams,	MD,	the	deputy	
director	with	OSF	Cancer	Institute.	"This	helps	us	get	recognition	that	we're	a	player	in	the	region	and	serving	the	
people	of	Central	Illinois.	It	also	means	we're	collaborating	with	other	researchers	in	the	region	to	put	OSF	and	
those	we	serve	on	the	map."	

HCRN	is	a	consortium	of	community	oncology	programs	and	academic	centers	across	the	United	States	that	
collaborate	on	clinical	trials,	with	a	particular	focus	on	investigator-initiated	studies.	Founded	in	1984,	HCRN	now	
supports	a	nationwide	network	of	more	than	100	academic	and	community	research	sites.	The	organization	has	
conducted	more	than	250	clinical	trials,	enrolled	more	than	10,000	patients	and	contributed	to	more	than	350	
scientific	publications.	

“We	are	delighted	to	welcome	OSF	Cancer	Institute	as	a	member	of	our	network.	We	believe	there	is	great	value	in	
bringing	together	academic	centers	and	outstanding	community	providers	like	OSF	Cancer	Institute	to	advance	
cancer	care	in	a	real-world	setting,”	says	Brian	Stemme,	CEO	of	HCRN.	“Our	team	is	honored	to	support	these	vital	
collaborations.”	 	

HCRN	brings	together	leading	academic	cancer	centers	and	community	oncology	programs,	including	numerous	
National	Cancer	Institute	(NCI)-designated	comprehensive	cancer	centers	across	the	U.S.	

"They	have	an	ongoing	portfolio	of	clinical	trials	that	we	can	decide	whether	it	makes	sense	for	us	to	open	here	in	
Peoria,	or	in	some	of	our	other	OSF	markets	as	well,"	Dr.	McWilliams	adds.	"Then	we	can	have	our	trials	open	
through	that	network	and	accelerate	the	speed	and	rapidity	of	the	research	that	is	done."	

The	affiliation	strengthens	the	growing	role	of	OSF	Cancer	Institute	in	cancer	research	and	positions	the	
organization	to	contribute	to	clinical	studies	that	could	shape	the	future	of	cancer	prevention,	diagnosis	and	
treatment.	For	those	served,	this	work	creates	more	opportunities	to	participate	in	cancer	research	while	receiving	
high-quality	care.	
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